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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFIC

FOR
DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
CITY OF CUERO, TEXAS
FEMA-~1257-DR+

BACKGRbUND | ’ :

The City JfCuem has applied to the Federal Emerecncy cat Agency (FEMA) for

assistance a drainage improvements project. FEM is proposing to provide assistance for
this pro_ieclt through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Prog:'am GP) uvnder Presidential Disaster
Declamuon FEMA-1257-DR-TX.

In accordance with 44 Code of Federal Regulations (C. fquEMA, Subpart B, Agency
hnplememﬁng Procedures, Part 10.9, an Environmental Ement (EA) was prepared pursuant

to Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act] 'A) of 1969, as implemented by the
regnlations promulgated by the President’s Council on Ef} ental Quahty (40 CFR Parts
1500-1508). The purpose of the EA was to analyze the pﬂme&ml environmental impacts of the
proposed ¢ improvements project, and to detenmne ether to prepare an Eyvironmental
Impact Statement (EIS) or a Finding of No Significant Im‘p (FONSI). In the EA process,
FEMA. corjsidered three alternatives: (1) No Action Alternatiye; (2) Eight Internal Drainage
Improvemems {Proposed Action); and (3) Construction of 1 Detention Ponds and Internal
Drainage I'mprovements Under Alternative 2, ecight related drai within. the city limits of
Cuero would be improved. Six of the drainages are located on the northwest side of town, in the
Gohlke Criek Basin (Projects A, C, D, E, F, and G). One rainage is located on the southeast side
of town, i the Valley Street Basin (Prpjed: B) The last projent would involve improvements to
Gohlke Creek (Project H). Project H is downstream of andl reteives flood waters from the other
seven impx projects. It is the forthest drainage i uu,uu ement from the town and
discharges flood waters into the Guadalupe River. Combined| the eight improvements are
designed tq accormodate a Citywide 25-year flood event;

Alternative 3, the construction of 16 detentxonponds and uinor nternal dratoage improvements,
was demg;u’ed to approximate the level of protection that be afforded by the Propoged
Action. Jts|construction would allow fhe same portions o?o uero to acconmmedate Sooding from
the 25-year storm, without upgrading the under-capacity ¢ g drainage systems that already
exist. Pond sizes were deterntined from the same stormwater fumoff calculanons used to design
the upgraded storm sewers for the Proposed Action. ,

Inrcsponsetothehlghnsktohumanhealth andsaﬁtyasiumatedmththe occurrence of flooding
that threatens the threc project areas, Alternative 2, the Prbposed Action, has been selected based
qntheneeéfs of the City of Cuero. - :

FINDINGS

Based ypon the conditions and information contained m['the EA for the dflamage improvements
project (November 2004) and in accordance with FEMAfs régulations'in 44 CFR. Part 10
(Envxronméntal Considerations) and Executive Orders 1|F98 (Floodplain Management) 11990
(Protection of Wetlands), and 12898 (Bavitonmental Justice), FEMA has made the following
detenminations:

Thz prcpo%ed project, as described in the EA, will not resul’dt h any significant adverse impacts to
land use, water resources (suxface water, ground 'l - wetlands, waters of the United

States, ami!ﬂaodp]ams), air quality, noise, biological resou (vegetanon, fish and wildlife,

state-end ly listed threatened or endangered specleé' and critical habitats), safety issves,
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| | .

hazardous materials and waste, and cultural rescurces, c'ifr result in disproportionately high or

adverse ﬁﬁ‘ects on minority or low-income 1:'opulaficms.|i ‘The Proposed Action is also in

compliance with ail relevant Federal, state, and local la\?rs.

CONDITIONS . ‘

|

The following conditions and all other conditions identi.'lﬁed in the EA must be met as patt of this
project. Failure to comply with these conditions may jeépa;riize Federal fimds:

1. For Projects A and B, the applicant will nstall esergy dissipaters fo minimizo potential
da]mage to receiving channels. .

| i

2. For Project H, the applicant will not disturb Gohlke Creek below the normal high-water

mark, and limited amounts of vegetation shall belselsctively removed.

3. Projects B and F will require & Netionwide Permiz 3 [from the U.S. Aty Corps of
; ineers (USACE). :
4. Poject G will require a Nationwide Permit 13 orj31
5. applicant will comply with the USACE Naﬁ%
(Appendix E) and the Texas Commission on Envi
M:amgement Practice (BMP) guidelines for Natic
6. All construction activity tmst be in compliance with| TCEQ General Permit Number
TXR150000 relating to discharges Som const:ruction|. P
7. Iflht is determined i, further analysis of this project, or if changes oLourintheprojecl:ﬁat
may result in loss of basking or nesting habitat o the Cagle’s map trtle, further
coordination with USFWS will be initiated to 2v6id b minimize impacts to this species.
8. Aty hazardous materials discovered, generated, br wbed during implementation of the
posed project shall be disposed of and handiedl by the applicant in accordance with
licable local, state, and Federal regulations. |

9. Prjorto canstruction of Project A, Cuero will obt%in'alease with the railroad for the use of
its ROW. i
10, Prjor to construction, Cuero will obtain easemenf}s from private landowners for work on
private property. : _ :
11. Emergency service personnel shall be notified ofi}thc road work schedule and provided
with alternate routes prior to construction. ' |
12. The applicant will consult with the Texas Depmi;lnem of Transpottation (TxDOT) ou the
eﬁ,‘ects of improved hydranlic capacity on dramagle structures downstream.
|

the USACE.

13. Appropriate signage and fencing will be posted tJ“b pedestrians and motorists of
I‘ectazﬁvfti&s,aswellasanychangesinu'aﬁg - Traffic signs will comply with
thf Texas Uniform Mzmnal Traffic Control meas : i
14. Should any potentially historic or archeologicaﬂ;% ignificant materials be discovered

ing project construction or staging ofequipmcﬁ:rt, activities o the site will be halted
imimediately and the City will consult with FEMA, the Governors Division of Emergency
(GDEM), and the Texas Historical Corhmission (THC) or other appropriate

ency for further puidance. ;

15. The project applicant will obtain. all applicable pérmits before constryction.
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CONCLUSIONS

Based on the findings of the attached EA, coordination lLsn the appropriate agenciss, and
adherende to the project conditions set forth in the EA a:nd is FONSI, FEMA has determined
that the proposed project qualifies as a major Federal action that will not Significantly affect the

quality of the natural and human environment. AS a rog this FONSL, an EIS wili not be
prepared (44 CFR Part 10.8) and the proposed project ds ddscribed in the httached EA may
proceed.ii
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